Clinical experience with the oxytocin challenge test. II. An ominous atypical pattern.
Three cases have been observed over the past 3 years at Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center, Women's Hospital, which have shown an unusual fetal heart rate response to induced uterine contractions during the antepartum period. All 3 cases resulted in perinatal death apparently due to asphyxia. This report describes this unusual pattern and presents a discussion of its possible significance.